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Since Oswald spent considerable time in a Soviet hospital, a few 
Commission lawyers entertained the theory that Oswald might have been 
brainwashed and conditioned as a “sleeper" assassin; then he went hay- 
wire (i.e. he was accidentally turned on). The Commission decided to send 
a letter to the C.I.A. requesting information on the “present status of 
Soviet ‘mind-conditioning* techniques.’* A few weeks later, a C.I.A. agent 
replied that this possibility was still “a main school of thought** at the 
C.I.A. on the assassination, and although such techniques were still in a 
relatively primitive stage, this form of conditioning could be induced by 
drugs. The theory, however, was not further developed. 


